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Strengthening the cooperation of Timor-Leste with the UN Human Rights Mechanisms 

 

Meeting to follow up recommendations of the UPR, Special Rapporteurs and 

Treaty Committees 

On the themes: The rights of Children 
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Director of the National Directorate line ministries 
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Directors and members of different State institutions, and civil society 

organizations 

 

UN colleagues 

 

Media friends  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Good morning to all of you. 

 

Let me start by thanking all of you for joining us this morning in this open 

dialogue about the critical issue of Children’s Rights.  

 

This is the second dialogue as part of a series of meetings that will take place this 

year focusing on the follow up to the recommendations that have been put forward 

to Timor-Leste by and within different human rights mechanisms on various 

topics. These mechanisms include the Universal Periodic Review and the Special 

Procedures, both of which are mechanisms of the Human Rights Council, as well 

as recommendations of the Treaty Committees such as the UN Committee on the 

Rights of the Child.  

 

Timor-Leste is a member of eight of the nine core international human rights 

instruments, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child. With the 

commitment expressed this year by ratifying the Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities. Remaining only, within those core human rights treaties, 

will be the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 

Disappearances.    

 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child is an international treaty that recognizes 

the human rights of children, defined as persons up to the age of 18 years. The 

Convention establishes in international law that States Parties such as Timor-Leste 

must ensure that all children – without discrimination in any form – benefit from 

special protection measures and assistance; have access to services such as 

education and health care; can develop their personalities, abilities and talents to 

the fullest potential; grow up in an environment of happiness, love and 
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understanding; and are informed about and participate in, achieving their rights in 

an accessible and active manner. 

 

By ratifying the Convention, States commit to undertaking "all appropriate 

legislative, administrative and other measures" for the full realization of the rights 

it contains. Translating child rights principles into practice requires action and 

leadership by governments. 

 
 

This meeting today is a first step, a first attempt to be more consistent and 

systematic in the review of these recommendations. I want to congratulate the 

Ministry of Justice and INDDICA for their willingness to engage in these 

dialogues. As you may know, the Universal Periodic Review of Timor-Leste took 

place in January of this year and the Convention on the Rights of the Child four 

cycle report has been submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in 

early this year. The Universal Periodic Review is the mechanisms that has the 

widest review of human rights obligations and commitments. Instead of waiting 

four and a half years for the next Universal Periodic Review cycle of Timor-Leste, 

to assess only then, again, the situation of human rights in the country, it is critical 
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to take action now and to show that human rights are a serious matter for the 

country and its institutions. 

 

Today we will be focusing on the rights of a very special group – children. 

Children and young people have the same general human rights as adults, and also 

specific rights that recognize their special needs. Children are neither the property 

of their parents nor are they helpless objects of charity. They are human beings and 

are the subject of their own rights.  

 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child sets out the rights that must be realized 

for children to develop to their full potential. The Convention offers a vision of the 

child as an individual and as a member of a family and community, with rights and 

responsibilities appropriate to his or her age and stage of development.  

 

The Convention recognizes the fundamental human dignity of all children and the 

urgency of ensuring their well-being and development. It makes clear the idea that 

a basic quality of life should be the right of all children, rather than a privilege 

enjoyed by a few. 

 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child is the most widely ratified human rights 

treaty in history. It has inspired governments to change laws and policies, so more 

children get the healthcare and nutrition they need, and access education. There are 

better safeguards in place to protect children from violence and exploitation. More 

children have their voices heard and participate in society. But there is still more 

work to be done. 

 

As in many other places in the world, in Timor-Leste there are still gaps in the 

realization of children’s rights. Child malnutrition remains shockingly high, with 

almost 50% of children under five years of age being stunted. Violence against 

children also remains widespread. Other key issues include early marriage and 

child labour, to name just a few.  

 

It is everybody’s responsibility to act, and to guide us we have some very useful 

recommendations from various human rights mechanisms, which you will be 

discussing today. 
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Let me then take the opportunity to extend the support of the United Nations in 

Timor-Leste to strengthen the capacity of the State and its relevant institutions in 

this regard. This support builds on the support we already provide, through our 

Human Rights Adviser’s Unit and UNICEF, regarding the growing engagement of 

Timor-Leste with international human rights mechanisms, including in supporting 

the reporting process to the Universal Periodic Review, the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, other treaty bodies or the visits of Special Procedures and their 

follow-up. The Convention on the Rights of the Child is the first human rights 

treaty that grants a role in its implementation to a specialized United Nations 

agency – UNICEF.  

 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Human rights lie at the core of the work of the United Nations. We can only attain 

peace, security and sustainable development for all when we advance the dignity 

and equality of every child, adolescent and adult, everywhere. Therefore, 

upholding human rights is in the interest of every State and its people.  

 

I hope this will be a meaningful opportunity for dialogue between all stakeholders.  



6 
 

 

I look forward to a fruitful discussion on how to make further progress on the 

human rights commitments embraced so far. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


